Each section contains from 4 to 10 conference papers. Individual papers are 6-10 pages in length.
Several things stand out immediately on reviewing the contents. Current analytical methods (including computer codes) cannot treat problems very well involving impulsive loading of real structures, made of realistic materials such as concrete or assorted structural composites, and subjected to nonsymmetrical blast loading. Combined effects such as blast and impact cannot be treated effectively.
By contrast, many localized impact problems leading to penetration and perforation can be analyzed using empirical, analytical, and computational techniques. Both impulsive and impact loading problems would benefit from improved constitutive models for nonmetallic materials and high-resolution experiments to determine the fine details of the loading pulse and characterize conditions leading to the onset of failure.
Many practical problems can be successfully treated using discrete element and finite element methods. Many examples are given in the book. Among the finite element codes, DYNA seems firmly entrenched as the preferred Lagrangian code. This is a mixed blessing, though, because it is obvious from some of the articles that the code is being applied to problems it was never intended to solve.
Considerable experimental data is presented throughout on the response of structures to a variety of blast and impact loading. Some data on high rate behavior of structural materials may be found as well. This makes the book quite valuable to practicing engineers and those requiring such data to validate analytical and computational models.
The book provides an excellent summary of the state of the art in the response of structures to blast and impact loading. It should be on the shelf of every scientist and engineer working in this field. The high price, $192, is unfortunate. It contains, however, considerable material of practical interest in the experimental, analytical, and numerical study of the resistance of structures to short-duration loading that cannot be found elsewhere.
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